
2. My experience is that copper hunting bullets go straight through animals 
and I like my bullets to stay inside and deliver all the energy. What do the 
OEPs do? 

 
We have designed the OEP Hunting projectiles to expand reliably and penetrate 
deeply, as we believe that on balance, this approach produces the most humane 
outcomes, most consistently. For those who prefer reduced penetration, the lightest 
copper hunting bullet for the calibre is a genuine option, as is the selection of a 
smaller calibre (within reason and legislative/regulatory obligation). Indeed, field 
testing (the only real and valid testing there is) of OEP Hunting Bullets has 
demonstrated the highest percentage of one shot kills we have ever experienced. 
We invite you to try them and see for yourself! …  
 
This is a very contentious issue for some people and it is unlikely that any reply here 
is going to change many minds, but from our perspective, we will raise the following 
points for consideration and leave our customers to reach their own conclusions. 
The founders of OEP have many years of professional and private hunting behind 
them, hunting everything from the humble rabbit, to African buffalo. This alone does 
not make our opinions any more valid than anyone else’s, so here is our attempt to 
back our point of view with as much anecdotal ‘science’ behind it as possible. 
When someone buys a drill or a shovel, it’s probably because they want to make a 
hole in something. The appropriate choice of tool is little more than a means to an 
end. 
Translating this to hunting; it is our objective to humanely harvest the animal with an 
instantaneous drop to the shot, is it not? If this occurs, then whether the bullet exited 
or not is hardly relevant provided this is a consistently achieved outcome. 
It appears to us that; 

• We have shot many, many thousands of rabbits with 22 rimfires. Between us 
we have only ever found one projectile inside a rabbit carcass, although 
autopsies were not performed on head shot rabbits (as we didn’t see the 
point at the time, and still don’t!). The vast majority never took a step. It 
occurs to us that shot placement is considerably more important than (over) 
penetration in this situation. 

• Larger medium to heavy game appear to fall into two response categories 
when shot; 

o Shock susceptible (sow pigs), and 
o Break down (Sambar stags and buffalo) 

• That rapid expansion bullets perform well on shock susceptible animals is not 
challenged provided that the bullet is able reach the vital organs. The only 
question is will it do so from all the likely angles for the shot? There are very 
good reasons as to why no one should ever use varmint bullets on large mud 
encrusted boars! 

• Whether an animal is shock susceptible or one that needs to be broken down, 
deep penetration bullets can be very effective if the bullet is sufficiently 
expanded when passing through the vital organs, to deliver enough damage 
for instantaneous effect. Complete penetration appears to be secondary to 
expansion.  



• Complete penetration is often confused with ‘pin holing’. Full expansion and 
total penetration is not a problem, but ‘pin holing’ (full penetration without 
expansion) certainly is; and it is of course no more humanely effective than a 
‘soft’ bullet that failed to reach the vitals. 

• In other words, how the energy is delivered, and where it is delivered to - will 
determine the outcome, and of far greater importance than whether or not the 
bullet exited. 

• Safety; this one is really a bit of a ‘Furphy’. Even soft, fast expansion bullets 
can slip between the ribs of a game animal and pass through. No one should 
ever shoot at a game animal without a safe and suitable back stop. In this 
case, bullet selection is largely irrelevant! 

 
OEP Hunting Projectiles are designed to expand consistently down to velocities of 
1,800 to 2,000 fps, depending on target resistance (it isn’t exactly reasonable to 
expect any 375 H&H projectile to expand on an opportunistic shot at a fox!). As 
flippant as this may appear, it makes the point that the fox under such circumstance 
is about to become historical regardless of the question of expansion. An expanding 
bullet that fails to reach the vitals of a large boar, or worse a buffalo bull, is obviously 
‘inviting trouble to the party’. Trouble we can all do without. 
 
We have designed the OEP Hunting projectiles to expand reliably and penetrate 
deeply, as we believe that on balance, this approach produces the most humane 
outcomes, most consistently. For those who still prefer reduced penetration, the 
lightest copper hunting bullet for the calibre is a genuine option, as is the selection of 
a smaller calibre (within reason and legislative/regulatory obligation). Indeed, field 
testing (the only real and valid testing there is) of OEP Hunting Bullets has 
demonstrated the highest percentage of one shot kills we have ever experienced. 
We invite you to try them and see for yourself! 
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